The newsletter items below describe some changes to regulations and quality standards for compost, digestate and wastes that are to be spread on land. In England, Resource Frameworks have replaced Quality Protocols and in Scotland, the Environmental Authorisations Regulations have replaced the Sludge (Use in Agriculture) Regulations and the Waste Management Licensing Regulations. 

Scotland: Change to waste regulations [appeared in September 2025 newsletter]
There are changes to the way application of waste to land for soil improvement (including the application of treated sewage sludge) is regulated in Scotland. From 1 November 2025 these activities will be regulated under the Environmental Authorisations (Scotland) Regulations 2018 (EASR) which replace (in Scotland):
· The Water Environment (Controlled Activities) (Scotland) Regulations 2011 (CAR).
· Pollution Prevention & Control (Scotland) Regulations 2012 (PPC).
· The Waste Management Licensing (Scotland) Regulations 2011.
· Sludge (Use in Agriculture) Regulations 1989.
There are details at www.sepa.org.uk/regulations/waste/soil-improvement-using-waste. Most, but not all, authorisations will automatically transition to EASR on 1st November 2025 (https://beta.sepa.scot/regulation/authorisations-and-compliance/easr-authorisations/moving-to-the-new-regulations). 
The Environmental Authorisations (Scotland) Regulations can be downloaded, if you need a copy, at www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2018/219/contents.

Scotland: Guidance on EASR [will appear in January 2026 newsletter]
SEPA has issued some additional guidance on the new Environmental Authorisations (Scotland) Regulations that, in Scotland, replaced the Sludge (Use in Agriculture) Regulations and the Waste Management Licensing Regulations from 1st November 2025. In the Rural Roundup podcast on 17th September, SEPA gave background to development of the new regulations (www.fas.scot/podcast/rural-roundup-new-regulations-for-applying-waste-to-land, starts at 18 mins into the 42 min podcast). For applying waste to land at multiple locations, SEPA will regard FACTS qualification as an indication of technical competence in the Fit and Proper Person test (from 27 mins into the podcast). The test determines if the applicant is a suitable person to be in control of the regulated activity (https://beta.sepa.scot/regulation/authorisations-and-compliance/easr-authorisations/about-easr-authorisations/who-can-hold-an-authorisation).


[bookmark: _Hlk211930511]England: Resource Frameworks for compost and digestate [will appear in January 2026 newsletter]
The Environment Agency has published Resource Frameworks to replace Quality Protocols for compost and anaerobic digestate. These apply to England and specify the conditions for production, storage and use if the materials are to be considered as products and not as wastes. Compliance with PAS100 for compost or with PAS110 for digestate remains necessary though with lower limits on plastics in the product. The Resource Frameworks specify the feedstock materials that can be used in production.
While the Resource Frameworks are most relevant to producers of compost and digestate, they include some requirements for users. The same wording is used in both frameworks: 
‘When you are supplying compost/digestate to agriculture, your compost/digestate supply documents must tell the customer that: 
· they must have a nutrient management plan (NMP) before use
· they must apply compost/digestate in line with the NMP, along with any other organic manures and manufactured fertilisers, at rates that do not exceed soil and crop need
· they are responsible for following their NMP – if they do not do this, the Environment Agency may take enforcement action
· where there is no soil and crop need for compost/digestate, it is considered waste and they must follow waste management controls’
The Resource Framework for compost can be downloaded at www.gov.uk/guidance/compost-from-waste-resource-framework and that for digestate at www.gov.uk/guidance/anaerobic-digestate-resource-framework.
The Quality Protocol for poultry litter ash was withdrawn and has not been replaced by a Resource Framework (www.gov.uk/government/publications/waste-quality-protocols-review/waste-quality-protocols-review).

